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March 9th 2019

Saturday 5pm
Esplanade, George Town

Penang, Malaysia

Penang Yosakoi Parade 2019 

Schedule of Event

4:30pm 
Opening Ceremony 

Blooming from Japan

Penang Sakura Ondo

5:00pm 
Stage Version of Yosakoi competition by Malaysian school teams

Debut Performance of Yosakoi version of the Penang Sakura Ondo song by Higashi Kitty Band  - This is an example of how to take the original song and creatively turning it to an original composition 

On-going side performances - grass stage for dances, and yagura stage for cosplayers, skateboard & BMX competition

7:30pm

Parade Version of Yosakoi 

This year’s record breaking number of teams participating - up by 38% from last year. 

85% of last year’s teams are back this year and there are first-timers, 2 from Japan 

50% more prizes to be won 

Mega team with 130 dancers in one team! 

Other highlights 

Mizukake Mikoshi 

Zumba teams 
Skateboarders 
Cosplayers 
Charity component in support of NPO school for Rohingya children 

Worked to create Kusudama display 
Invited to Mizukake Mikoshi & Kids Pompoko dance 
Donation from 2nd Hand Bazaar and Toronagashi fundraising 
10pm   
Penang Sakura Ondo Finale Dance-along & Announcement of Winner 

Penang Yosakoi Parade 2019

Programme Highlights

	
	Event 
	Location 

	3pm 
	Japanese Maths Classes 2019 Launch 

    Join in the celebration and learn about the successful programme to teach 6 year olds Japanese Maths! 
	Yagura 

	
	Mental Arithmetic Demo
	

	
	Rubik’s Cube Demo 
	

	4pm
	Japanese Mom’s Chorus 
	Yagura 

	4:30pm
	Opening Ceremony 
	Yagura 

	5:15pm
	Higashi Kitty Band Perfomance 

   Performing their debut ‘Penang Yozakura’ as inspired by the Penang’s original song created - the Penang Sakura Ondo.
	Stone Stage 

	5:30pm 
	Yosakoi Stage competition  

    For the first time, teams are also judged for their stage performance just like competitions in Japan. 
	Stone Stage 

	
	Cure Cosplay Collection - parade of 2019 Yosakoi Cosplayers from Japan and Malaysia.  Don’t miss this opportunity to take photos with them! 
	Yagura 



	6:00pm 
	Performance by Blooming of Japan 

    Having danced for Michael Jackson & with the Cirque du Soleil Troupe, the members of Blooming will amaze with their fusion Japanese dance and Shamisen!   
	Stone Stage

	
	Performance by Alpha Cheer of Japan 

    Appearing for the first time in Malaysia, put your hands together for this Cheer Team from Tokyo!!
	Stone Stage 

	7:30pm
	Yosakoi Parade Start

    With another record-breaking number of teams participating, the schedule is packed with determined youngsters and yosakoi dancers eager to win this year’s championship trophy!  Don’t miss the mega team of 130 dancers coming your way! 
	Yosakoi Parade 

(Light Street)

	8pm 
	Mizukake Mikoshi - Water splashing Mikoshi for Good Luck!

    It’s always the kids favourite, but also for the adults who get the good luck from splashing the kids! Line up along the road to make sure you get to splash not one, but TWO mikoshis this year! 
	Yosakoi Parade 

(Light Street)

	
	Skateboarders

    You’ve seen them at their workshops, now watch them zoom past you in the parade en mass! 
	Yosakoi Parade 

(Light Street)

	
	Cosplayers 

    Always the flower of any event, cosplayers bring colourful characters to life at this year’s parade once again! 
	Yosakoi Parade 

(Light Street)

	
	K-Pop Dancers on Parade! 

    By the energetic dancers of Studio Zero
	Yosakoi Parade 

(Light Street)

	10:00pm
	Announcing the Winner of the Yosakoi Team Competition

Best Costume 

Best Spirit 

Best Choreography & 

Overall Champion!
	Yosakoi Parade 

(Light Street)

	
	Join in the Finale Dance with the Penang Sakura Ondo! 
	Yosakoi Parade 

(Light Street)


Activities on the Esplanade field & Grass Circle Stage 

	5pm 
	Hawaiian Hula Performance - performed by the Japanese Hula Dance Group of Penang 
	Grass Circle 

	
	Soran Bushi - Traditional Hokkaido Dance 
	Grass Circle 

	
	Mushinryu Swordmanship Demonstration - Japanese martial art by Mushinkan Academy
	Grass Circle 

	5:30pm 
	CURE Cosplay Performance by the CURE Team of Japan 

     Meet and learn from the Japanese pros from Japan!
	Grass Circle 

	7pm 
	REAKT - Japanese vocalist from Tokyo

     A regular at US and regional events, REAKT has performed his Japanese pop, EDM and hip hop original music in the US, Canada, Europe and Asia. 
	Grass Circle 

	8:30pm 
	Hawaiian Hula Performance - performed by the Japanese Hula Dance Group of Penang 
	Grass Circle 

	
	Pink Hibiscus Folk Dancers - join the friendly ladies of the Pink Hibiscus Club to learn some new Bon Odori dances! 
	Grass Circle 

	8pm 
	Origami Tunnel & Totonagashi River of Lights 

    Inspired by the art of origami, the Equator Academy architecture students created this unique structure to be surrounded by a virtual river of lights.  Come take amazing photos to remember your loved ones! 
	Grass Circle 


Activities on Jalan Padang Kota Lama

	4pm - 10pm 
	Matsuri at Penang Yosakoi 

  With Traditional Matsuri games, food and attractions!
	Matsuri Street 

(Jalan Padang Kota Lama) 

	
	Toronagashi - Decorate your own Japanese ‘floating’ lanterns for charity and place them to create Penang’s first virtual the River of Lights! 
	

	
	Ethnic Craft Bazaar - beautiful and interesting selection of Japanese and Malaysian craft items for sale
	

	
	Charity 2nd Hand Bazaar - Quality re-use items donated by Japanese and expat community for sale at only RM5 or RM10!! Proceeds to local charity.
	

	
	Matsuri Food Stalls - what MUST you eat at a Japanese Matsuri? Come find out! 
	

	
	Japan Pavilion - Yukata Dressing & Kusudama Display created by the refugee children of Penang
	

	5pm 
	Skateboard and Inline Workshops - tired of just watching them do tricks? Learn how to participate in this new Olympic sport to be featured for the first time in Tokyo Olympics 2020. 
	Outside City Hall

	5:30pm 

onward
	Meet the Fans Photo Opportunity

Take home souvenir pictures with our Miss Penang Yosakoi 2019 and your favourite Cosplay characters from Japan & Malaysia 

  
	@ Yagura Stage 


Now, ANYONE can join in the fun of the Parade! 

Kids Pompoko Dance at 7:30pm - just line up at the starting line with kids & parents! 

Penang Sakura Ondo Finale Dance at 10pm in front of the Yagura Stage.  
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FREE Sarongs for Tourists! 
Tourists in Penang can also join the event and have fun with the locals but you don’t have to worry about costumes as we’ll give them a FREE Sarong, courtesy of MOTAC.  Just show the hotel key (or any other proof of status as tourist) at the Information Desk and collect a free sarong to join in the parade! Limited stock! 
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Japan Pavilion 

Featuring Origami works of the refugee children who spent hours creating the Kusudama - a decorative ball made in modular origami techniques.  Glue and strings were NOT used to make any of the balls. 
Road Closure

Jalan Padang Kota Lama:  
Friday 5pm ~ Sunday 

Duke Street:  


Friday 12midnight ~ Saturday 12 midnight 

Lebuh Light:  


Saturday 6:30pm ~ 11pm 

Jalan Tun Syed Sheik Barakbah will remain open throughout our event 
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VVIP arrivals:  Arrival at 4pm at City Hall.  Temporary Parking available outside City Hall. 







Sakura San San San 333

Tree Planting Project 

The Pink Hibiscus Club is pleased to announce the launch of the Sakura San San San 333 project in conjunction with the Penang Yosakoi Parade and MBPP. 

As part of our efforts to help Green Penang, we have launched a project to create Penang’s own sakura season by planting the Tecoma Rosea - popularly known as the Penang Sakura for its similarity to the iconic Sakura tree of Japan.  It is called Pokok Kertas Tissu in Malay and 紫绣球 in Chinese. 

We are looking to raise money to plant 333 Penang Sakura trees in conjunction with MBPP’s wider project to plant 33333 trees in 5 years, starting with a line of trees in the heart of Esplanade. Other suitable roads will be identified in Penang to plant more of the Penang Sakura in order to create a photo-worthy alley or road to attract local visitors and tourists alike. 

Individual and corporate donations to plant Sponsors will be acknowledged in a specially created Website where they can also dedicate the tree to their loved ones - to their parents, children, a cause even!  Sizable donation will entitle the donor to plant one tree in the historical Esplanade. 

The event is being launched with a donation dedicated to Mr & Mrs Chong Lim Eng. 

Mr Chong, aged 83, was a graduate of Chung Ling High School in Penang and went on to teach at the Nanyang University in Singapore after attending Stanford University on scholarship for post graduate degree.  While in Hawaii on yet another regional scholarship, he met Harumi-san (76years old) who was there to study English from Tokyo Japan. This was in the early 60s. Theirs was a story that spanned continents, cultures and over half a century of marriage that goes to show how, when Malaysia meets Japan, wonderful things blossom!

Penang Sakura Ondo

Penang’s very own Bon Odori Song & Dance
Everybody loves to dance and in Japan, the Ondo 音頭is a type of folk dance enjoyed by the masses especially at Bon Odori.  It is in a way the Japanese traditional from of Zumba, but usually with some cultural significance or relevance to the city or topic, eg Tokyo Ondo, Hanagasa Ondo (Straw Hat Ondo).

In conjunction with the plan to plant Penang Sakura trees, we undertook to create a PENANG SAKURA ONDO to celebrate the occasion, as well as to create a dance that everyone can learn and enjoy!

The song was composed by Mr. P.C Fong of Hits Recording Studio, who took inspirations from the sounds and music found in multicultural Penang. 

The lyrics was written by Mr Susumu KAWANO, a Japanese TV and Music producer.  The lyrics was inspired by his most recent visit to Penang - a city he calls ‘wonderous’ for the many wonderful things he had discovered here. 

Ms Chia Minri sang the vocals to the song. As the lead singer for the Higashi Kitty Band, Ms Chia is no stranger to Japanese music and was also the past winner of the singing competition at Penang Yosakoi in 2017.  The Higashi Kitty Band has then taken this Penang Sakura Ondo to create their own composition, the Penang Yozakura ペナン夜桜(Penang Night Sakura) which they will also debut with a performance at 5:20pm. 

Finally, the Choreography was created by Ms Hitomi IGARASHI who hails from a city in Iwate Prefecture in Tohoku that was greatly affected by the Tohoku Tsunami in 2011.  As Ms IGARASHI’s grandparents were also teachers of traditional Japanese dance, she created the dance steps to convey the multicultural aspect of Penang as a hearty invitation to dance! 

A Dance Video and MTV is being created so that the Penang Sakura Ondo can be seen an learnt by anyone.  We hope that this will also bring Penang attention on the worldwide web.

Penang Sakura Ondo

Lyrics 


Toronagashi River of Lights 

& 

Origami Tunnel 

Toronagashi is a Japanese ritual to light up lanterns and to float them down rivers.  With over 70 years of history, Toronagashi was started as part of the ‘Festival of Recovery” as way to hope for economic recovery after the war.   Usually held on the last day of Obon, these lanterns are decorated with meaningful words and wishes.  Today, Toronagashi events are held all over Japan, usually to commemorate significant events such as the anniversary of the Hiroshima bombing.  The beautiful sight of lanterns on the river attracts hundreds of thousands of visitors every year. 

As Penang Yosakoi was created as an event to commemorate the 2011 Tohoku Earthquake, we wanted to re-create a similar commemorative activity here in Penang.  When night falls, the Esplanade field will turn into a virtual River of Lights, made of 500 lanterns. 

Visitors to Penang Yosakoi will be encouraged to write their messages of hope & wishes with the team of calligraphy enthusiasts assisting and teaching at the TORONAGASHI Booth.  A donation will also be sought help raise funds for the Rohingya children’s school. 

Once the calligraphy is done, they bring the lantern to place in the middle of the field to be lit up. The virtual river of lights will span the middle of the field where the Origami Tunnel will also be featured. 

The Origami Tunnel was inspired by the fascination with the geometric forms of the Origami folding, and was created by the Architectural students of Equator Academy of Penang.  The challenge was to create a portable structure that not only represents Japan but was also a symbol of Penang’s creativity.  The Tunnel will be lit up like a lantern, and members of the public will also be able to walk through the structure.  

Ultimately, both the River of Lights and the Origami Tunnel will give visitors another beautiful subject and backdrop for photography and instagram! 

We also hope that this will be the start of another permanent feature at Penang Yosakoi Parade! 

Peace Learning Centre

For Refugee children

At the invitation from the Consulate General of Japan, the ladies of the Pink Hibiscus Club undertook a project to teach the Refugee children the ‘art’ of Kusudama making over 8 weeks. 

The objective was to teach the importance of attention to detail, Patience in making something with an aim, training the children’s 3D perceptive skills, as well as to bring colour and art into their lives. 

Each Kusudama requires many folded unit pieces, which will then be put together WITHOUT the use of any glue or staples.  The children had to make up to 60 pieces before one ball could be made!  Smaller balls required 30 or 12 pieces of unit origami to make. In all, the children made over 60 balls, large and small, which will be proudly displayed at the Japan Pavilion hosted by the Japanese Consulate.

The children will get to see the fruits of their labour during the event, as they have been invited to attend Penang Yosakoi.  In addition, they will have the chance to dance the Pompoko dance during the parade, as well as to participate in the Mizukake Mikoshi enjoyed by all the children. 

Special thanks goes to the Consulate General of Japan who provided the introduction and support to make this collaborative effort possible! 

- end -

For further information, please contact Emi Yamazaki  012-3909083

Email: penangyosakoiparade@gmail.com 

Website: penangyosakoiparade.org 

Facebook: Penang Yosakoi Parade 
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Duke Street





3.  ペナンは自然の豊かな街よ	


Penan ha shizen   yutakana machiyo





ビーチリゾート　ペナンヒル	


Bi~chi rizo~to   penan hee-ru





陽気な風に誘われて	


Yo~kina kazeni   sasowarete~





ダスキーモンキー踊り出す	


Dasuki monn ki   odori dasu


	





English Translation of Penang Sakura Ondo 





1. Penang is a World Heritage City 


With George Town’s Wall Art, 


Blue Mansion and Peranakan Mansion


It’s a wonderful cultural melting pot 





Chorus: 


Let’s all dance together with Sakura in full bloom,


With energy bursting in this tropical island 


Let’s all sing together with Sakura in full bloom


With a thousand faces blooming into smiles


Welcome to Penang!  





2. Penang is a Food Paradise


With Laksa, Petai and Durians too


Mustn’t forget ‘bout Nyonya Cuisine 


And the hawkers are amazing too! 





Chorus





3. Penang is a city abundant with nature 


Resorts on the Beach and Penang Hill 


Coaxed by the inviting breeze


The Dusky Monkey comes out to dance 





Chorus





1.  ペナンは世界遺産の街よ	


Penan wa sekai   isan no machiyo





ジョージタウンのウォールアート	


Geo-ji taun no   wo-ru a-toh





ブルーマンション　プラナカン	


Buru u mansyon  purana~ka~n





いろんな文化が混ざり合う	


iro n na bunkaga mazari a-u


	





Chorus:


 


さくら満開ペナンで踊ろう	


Sakura mankai   penan de odorou





元気あふれる南の島よ	


Genki afureru minamino shimayo





さくら満開ペナンで歌おう	


Sakura mankai   penan de utaou





笑顔の花咲く	


Egao no hanasaku 





ウェルカム　ペナン	


Welcome Penang! 





	


2.  ペナンは美味しい食の都よ	


Penan ha oishii   shoku no miyako yo





ラクサ　ペッタイ　ドリアンと	


Rakusa  pettai  dorian to





忘れてちゃいけない　ニョニャ料理	


Wasurecha ikenai  no~nya ryo~ri





ホーカーに行けば話も弾む	


Ho-ka-ni i~keba   hanashimo hazumu





Chorus: 	


	


	


3.  ペナンは自然の豊かな街よ	


Penan ha shizen   yutakana machiyo





ビーチリゾート　ペナンヒル	


Bi~chi rizo~to   penan hee-ru





陽気な風に誘われて	


Yo~kina kazeni   sasowarete~





ダスキーモンキー踊り出す	


Dasuki monn ki   odori dasu


	





Chorus: 	


ウェルカム　ペナン	


Welcome Penang!













